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| provided many first-hand accounts of intolerance: a study conducted in 1954
with two groups of boys (The Robbers Cave Experiment) that showed how quickly
people form ‘in’ and ‘out’ groups, a study during the 1960s in the U.S. (A
Class Divided) that showed how easily children could be manipulated to become
intolerant, a study conducted in the 1950s in the U.S. (The Doll Test) that showed
the degree to which Black children internalize their inferior status, the story of
Miss Japan 2015 and her experience growing up biracial in Japan, an African
American writer who felt alienated from American culture and embraced Japanese
culture, a child’ s experience with bullying. These materials deepened the
students’ understanding of human group behavior and also helped them to identify
emotionally with the experiences of the people involved.
| used many PowerPoints and short videos with follow-up discussion questions
that encouraged the students to think about their own lives and how they connect
to the topic, as well as prompting them to form and support their own opinions. In
. addition to charts illustrating the interconnectedness of our world in the areas of
END & S LAE% | pusiness and trade and PowerPoints about culture and language, | used segments
W) Ah7=n of the movie Lord of the Flies, the PBS video A Class Divided, the documentary
The Doll Test, a clip of Hitler addressing Nazi youth, and Charlie Chaplin’ s
speech at the end of The Little Dictator, which encourages acceptance and
tolerance. Each lesson had the following sequence of activities: an introduction,
a PowerPoint, video or reading (either read in class in small groups or assigned
as homework), large-group vocabulary and comprehension check, small-group
discussion followed by large-group check-in and final comments.
Every class period had time for students to reflect on the topic and discuss their
opinion in groups of 3 or 4, before checking in with the other groups and final
comments from me.
Students had regular reading assignments and weekly quizzes about Japanese
culture to keep them on target.
Regular reminders about how important the topic is for today’ s world and for
their own personal development, as well as emphasis on the potential benefit in
obtaining a job in which they can use both their English skills and their insight into
culture to operate effectively in a multicultural environment.

It worked very well. This year, | am teaching the first semester of the same course,
and | am using many of the same materials and a similar progression.
A& DRHER

| feel this topic is so critical for students. | might use parts of it in my future
classes at MFWI.
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This content-based course, in concert with other upper-level courses within the
ACE program, is intended to equip students with linguistic, socio-cultural and
academic knowledge that will prepare them for glocal (local and global) interaction,
whether personal or professional in nature. The course contextualizes theoretical
and practical debates relating to identity and globalization, and therefore pays
particular attention to Japan, East Asia and other linguistic and cultural discourses
and peoples implicated in Japan's ongoing negotiation of its nature and place
in the global community. During the course, students developed academic skills
related to the reading and discussion of scholarly articles, and the completion
of a research-based term paper and poster presentation. Students also had
the opportunity to participate in interactive presentations led by the instructor,
simulating academic conference activities.

In the class, | worked to cultivate a classroom environment that encouragee
students to engage and interact with each other and me. | provided course
materials that connected with students' learning needs and personal and
professional goals for tertiary study. | attempted to shape the course to equip
students both to actively pursue linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge pertinent
to their lives and future pursuits, and to contribute to enriching the learning
experience of their classmates.

A A DIHR

The concepts in the class were challenging, and | therefore had to be flexible in
terms of creating and modifying course contents. The students, however, were
wonderful and participated/contributed actively in class. Student work was also
exceptional. They were an amazing group of students.

SH#ORE

| believe a teacher must be self-reflexive: always evaluating and re-evaluating
teaching choices both during and following the creation and instruction of a class.
This course reinforced, for me, the necessity of drawing on students' knowledge
and lived experiences when creating a class, so that their needs and goals might
be better met.
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