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In the final semester of the English Communication and Cultural Literacy seminar,
the methods of teaching include students actively applying their research skills to
write their senior thesis, communicating about their topics with students in another
prefecture, and using many ICT tools to reflect on the cultural knowledge and
communicative insights that they acquired in this class.

The active learning in this class was connected the students’ understanding of
the social, cultural, and linguistic forces that shape attitudes, beliefs, and choices
about human interactions. Students discussed the meaning of hidden culture,
diversity and stereotypes and gained a deeper understanding of the underlying
values that are deeply rooted in contextualized interactions.

The ICT tools that were used in this class include online communication tools
such as, Google documents on Google drive, LINE, Skype and uploading students’
interviews on YouTube and Blogspot.

HUE A D3RR

It is very challenging for Education department students to write their senior thesis
in English. The success of these students was a direct result of their motivation
to work hard in class as they wrote about their research findings, expressed their
opinions and added their research survey findings to their support their conclusions.
The steps of researching about their topic in a second language took a lot of
time as students had to read and understand the main ideas and vocabulary first.
The process of editing and revising the thesis paper also requires a lot of time
and personal effort to communicate clearly about results. Due to the support of
their cohorts in another university, the MWU students had authentic reasons to
communicate in English through ICT. The technology skills that students used
during this project directly increased their confidence to use other online tech
tools.

SHOBE

In future classes, | will continue to use ICT tools to help students
communicate through technology applications and other means of social
media, which is essential in this increasingly globalized world. The
challenge of staying updated concerning new technology tools is important
for both students and myself. At MWU, | want to use my experience to
contribute to the international ties that we are forming as | apply what |
have taught and learned in future classes.
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