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Economics, especially neoclassical economics, neglected
anomalies in normative economic theory and the relevance of
psychological variables for the explanation and prediction
of economic behavior. Although emotion has long played a
key role in many behavioral theories, it has not generally
been recognized as an important component of human judgment
and decision making. Behavioral economics, which was
pioneered by Kahneman and Tversky, improved the relevance
and realism of the psychological assumptions underlying
economic theory. They developed a descriptive model of
decision making under uncertainty, which they call prospect
theory, as an alternative model of expected utility theory.
Prospect theory proposes two functions; the value function
and the decision weight function. Three principles
(reference dependence, diminishing sensitivity and loss
aversion) are invoked to explain the characteristic
curvature of the value function. That is, the value
function is defined on deviations from a reference point
is concave for gains and convex for losses, and is generally
steeper for losses than for gains. The decision weight is

a nonlinear transformation of the probability scale that
overweights low probabilities and underweights moderate and
high probabilities. The descriptive study in behavioral
economics challenged the theory of rational choice in
decision making and suggested that anomalies should not be
considered as errors or biases, but they should be accepted
as valid elements of human experience. Moreover, to
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elaborate theories of behavioral economics, it is necessary
to incorporate the perspective of evolutionary adaptive
significance of behaviors into the models of decision
making.
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coronary heart
disease among
middle-aged urban
Japanese.

dimensional aspects of hostility and coronary heart disease
among middle-aged urban Japanese

Subjects and Methods: We conducted a case-control study.
Cases were consecutive patients with acute coronary syndrome
admitted to a hospital in Japan. Fifty-three patients (45
men and 8 women) aged 35 to 65 were enrolled. For each case
two sex and age (%2 years) matched controls were recruited
from among participants in a health check-up program at a
health promotion center located in the same area as the
hospital. Two questionnaires, both with four components,
were used to measure hostility and coping with anger: the
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one was for anger, hostility, physical aggression and verbal
aggression, and the other for aggression, social
inhibition, guilt, and controlled affect. Results: The
scores of all components from two questionnaires were higher
for cases than controls, but the differences were not
significant. Multivariate analysis showed that anger, fat
intake, alcohol consumption and house size were
significantly associated with the etiology of acute coronary
syndrome. Conclusion: Anger, lifestyle, and socioeconomic
status play important roles for the etiology of coronary
heart disease in middle-aged urban Japanese.
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