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<Title>
Preparation Process for the First Grade of Elementary School in Myanmar by JICA's "Curriculum Revision Project for
Myanmarese Primary Education"
< Abstract>

This paper discusses how old and new curricula and textbooks for Grade 1 in Myanmar have been changed by the Project for
Curriculum Reform at Primary Level of Basic Education (CREATE). In this project, from 2014 to 2021, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) supported curriculum development and textbook revision to shift education in Myanmar to a "child-
centered" approach. The textbook materials of the Grade 1 national language course had been limited to learning characters and
poetry, but, through discussion, they now include story-teaching materials and teaching materials for speaking/listening and
expanding vocabulary, while still focusing on character learning. The significance of this study is to improve future support by
recording and discussing the first full-scale case of expanding the know-how of Japanese language education overseas.

<Purpose and method >

Japan's national language education has incorporated many excellent educational principles, teaching methods, and
materials from overseas. It is truly an imported type of national language education, but now there is a new move. Thanks to the
educational support provided by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) for Myan- mar, the know-how and teaching
materials for Japanese national language education are being shared. As a result, the curriculum guidelines, textbooks, and
teachers' manuals for national language courses in all elementary grades (G1-65) were revised. This is the first case of a full-
scale overseas adoption of Japan's national language education system.

There was a preceding study on Japan's national language education by Murakami (2015), in which Japan and Vietnam
jointly conducted classroom studies in Vietnam. In one such study. Osada (2016a) describes the significance and key points of
expanding Japanese national language education overseas, based on the Project for Curriculum Re- form at Primary Level of
Basic Education (CREATE), an example of overseas adoption at the national level. There was also a series of basic surveys
recording the contents of the old G1-G5 textbooks before receiving support to analyze the case in Myanmar (Osada,2016b, 2017,
2018, 2019, 2020a). '

Preceding studies on Myanmar's national language education include an overview from the dynastic to the military era of
First Secretary Khin Nyunt (Makino, 2001), and a survey report that also considers the overall situation before and after
educational reform in recent years (Osada, 2020b; Tanaka, 2015). Surveys on children's literacy in Myanmar include those for
the lower grades (World Bank, 2015) and those for the upper grades (UNICEF & SEAMEO, 2020). There are also studies
reporting how JICA has been supporting Myanmarese language education since 2014 (Osada, 2016a). However, it should be
noted that as Myanmarese has become the central language of education in Myanmar, problems with other traditional ethnic
languages and education using these languages have been pointed out (South & Lall, 2016).

It is necessary to clarify how child-centered national language education is developing in Myanmar through the CREATE
project of this educational reform. However, few such studies have been conducted in Myanmar.

This was a long-term project over the period 2014-2021. It took four years to revise the first textbook, the Gl textbook; and
then, based on this G1 textbook, textbooks of successively one grade higher were prepared at approximately one grade per year.

In this paper, I first clarify how the basic policy for the whole Myanmarese language course was developed and how the first
Gl textbook produced by the policy differs from the old one. For this purpose, I will analyze the process for 2014-2017, including
the creation of basic policy for the preparation of national language textbooks, the national language curriculum guidelines, and
the G1 textbook. By doing so, I discuss how creating a child-centered education of the national language was attempted.

If this research continues and the results are accumulated, the significance of this research will ultimately be the two parts. |
One is that, by recording and reviewing the past activities and know-how, we can further improve our support to Myanmar and
apply this to future support in other countries. In addition, since there is no such record in Myanmar, we can provide basic
materials for the independent development of national language education in the future. The other is to clarify which points of
Japanese-style national language education work and which do not in Myanmar, a multilingual and multicultural country, in
order to re-create the new philosophy and methods of Japanese language education in the global era. Multilingualization and
multiculturalization are also progressing rapidly in Japan, and the number of children with insufficient Japanese language
ability is increasing in Japanese language classes in schools. Under such circumstances, this research will also function as a
basic study for restructuring national language education in Japan.

< Conclusion >

In this paper, I analyzed the process up to the creation of the G1 textbook in the CREATE project, which is the first full-scale
overseas expansion example of Japanese language education and discussed how child-centered Japanese language education is
developing in the textbooks. It should by now be clear that the new Gl textbook in Myanmar, based on national language
education research and practice in Japan, has undergone significant changes compared to the past. The new textbook is already
being used in actual school settings, and I have heard that it is very well received. However, Myanmar has its own history and
background, and up to Gl, it was not possible to incorporate all the ideas for child-centered education.

Future work includes analysis of G2 and later textbooks, as well as research on the actual responses of children and teachers

in the classroom.

it : Osada, Yuki. (2024). Research on the Overseas Adoption of Japanese-style National Language Education: Examination of
Textbook Preparation Process for the First Grade of Elementary School in Myanmar by JICA’s “Curriculum Revision Project for
Myanmarese Primary Education”. International Journal of Curriculum Development and Practice, 26(1), 1-17.
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