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Nagai Kafu’s Japanese was by no means unaffected by foreign influences. He knew kambun
and French extremely well, and both languages contributed to the formation of what seems to

be a purely Japanese style. Indeed, most of the important Japanese writers of this century,

whatever the content of their works and the characteristics of their style, have known at least

one foreign language well and absorbed its distinctive qualities. Because they have known the

qualities of non-Japanese writings, they have understood better what the Japanese language

can do uniquely well.
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