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Communicating is not only a social activity, it is a mental activity and we can learn a great
deal about how we organize our knowledge of the world by examining how our languages
classify the things we talk about.
When we speak about people’s linguistic abilities, we normally say that this or that person
knows such and such language. Noam Chomsky argued that linguists should study what
the native speakers of the language know about their language. Such a study will tell us a

great deal about the nature of the human mind.





